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IN BEAUTIFUL COSTA RICA 



MOTWITHSTANDING the better 
'*' ^ known attractions of Jamaica, 
Cuba, and Panama, perhaps no one of 
the recreative and healthful opportunities 
for winter travel afforded by tropical 
trips is of greater interest than that to 
the pleasant and prosperous little Re- 
public of Costa Rica. 

Costa Rica is an oasis of progress in 
that long reach of country which extends 
from the Rio Grande to the Equator. 
It is the one Central American nation 
which has lifted itself fully out of the 
anarchy of mercenary revolutions and 
semi-savage internal warfare and intrigue. 
Costa Rica is the existing proof that 
there is nothing climatic or elemental 
in Central America which precludes its 
people from sharing in the benefits of 
advancement and governmental stabil- 
ity. 

Years ago the French writer Laferriere, 
in his picturesque description of the 
Central American republics, had this 
to say of Costa Rica: 

"The Costa Ricans dislike wasting 
their resources in wars or war materials, 
preferring the arts of peace, and to wel- 
come those bringing wealth from other 
countries. 

Puerto Limon, the principal Atlantic 
seaport of the country, is a typical 
tropical port, low-lying, level, with daz- 
zling white buildings and strongly sunlit 
streets, the whole surrounded by broad 
savannas filled with the lush-green vege- 
tation of the tropics. 

From a distance at sea Port Limon 
looks not unlike a crystal-clear gem in an 
emerald setting. Where the beautiful 



city now stands, and where its surround- 
ing banana plantations thrive and flour- 
ish, there was not a sign of human habi- 
tation forty-three years ago, when 
American enterprise began to develop 
its resources. 

From Port Limon a railway extends 
across Costa Rica, passing through San 
Jose, the present capital. The railway 
journey to San Jose reveals wonders of 
natural scenery that astonish even those 
blase travellers who have seen the mar- 
vels of our own Western states. 

Cart ago, the ancient capital, stands 
at the base of Mount Irazu, a majestic 
volcanic peak 11,200 feet in height. 
The town is quaint and old, still very 
Spanish in its architecture, in its people, 
and in its customs. San Jose, the pres- 
ent capital, lies but a scant dozen miles 
from Cartago, its predecessor. With its 
great altitude — 15,000 feet — above the 
sea level, and its lovely location among 
the foot-hills of the surrounding moun- 
tain ranges, it has a climate which is 
delightful at all seasons of the year. 
San Jose is a rich city, very prosperous 
and modern, and the Costa Ricans are 
very proud of it. They have improved 
and beautified it in every way. The great 
National Theatre, one of the finest of its 
kind in North America, is alone worth 
the journey to San Jose to see. Splendid 
concerts are given daily in the parks, and 
the novelty and the never-ending activi- 
ties of the native life, together with the 
perennial charm of the city's surround- 
ings, unite to make San Jose, as indeed is 
all of Costa Rica, one of the beauty spots 
of the American Tropics. 




A SUPERB ROW OF ROYAL PALMS 

A view taken on one of the plantations of the 
United Fruit Company in Costa Rica 



